
Fellow	Streamers,	

Spring	on	the	calendar	 is	but	a	
few	 days	 away	 and	 the	
breakout	 rally	 is	 only	 three	
weeks	 away.	 Thus,	 the	 RV	
Season	 is	 truly	 around	 the	
corner	and	we	can’t	wait!	 	Xan	
and	 I	 are	 already	making	 a	 list	
of	new	toys	and	spring	start	up	
supplies	for	our	rig.	

Once	again,	 let	me	point	out	 two	 rallies	 that	 you	might	
consider	 aCending.	 	 First	 is	 the	 Breakout	 Rally	 in	
Williamsburg,	March	29th	to	31st.		Tom	Carmichael	has	set	
it	up	as	a	learning	opportunity	to	exchange	maintenance	
ideas.	 	 DJ	 Masten	 will	 be	 present	 to	 talk	 and	 answer	
quesPons.		He	can	also	fix	small	challenges	on	your	rig.	

The	Region	3	Rally	is	being	held	in	Marion,	NC,	April	24th	
to	 the	 29th.	 	 I’m	 told	 this	 a	 beauPful	 secPon	 of	 North	
Carolina.		There	will	be	a	large	number	of	classes	and	fun	
events	to	enjoy	and	I	suggest	that	you	consider	taking	a	
few	 extra	 days	 to	 enjoy	 Western	 Carolina’s	 mountains.	
WOW,	what	a	beauPful	Pme	of	the	year!		

Your	 ExecuPve	 Board	 will	 be	 meePng	 in	 early	 April	 to	
discuss	the	business	of	 	Unit	#109.	 	In	an	effort	to	aCach	
more	brand	 recogniPon	 to	our	organizaPon’s	name,	 the	
Region	 #3	 leadership	 has	 encouraged	member	 units	 to	
change	their	names	to	Airstream	clubs	 	(i.e.,	The	Virginia	
Airstream	 Club).	 	 This	 has	 happened	 already	 with	 a	

majority	 of	 the	 units/clubs	 in	 the	 region.	 	We	will	 give	
you	an	update	on	this	topic	in	the	April	newsleCer.					

Douglas	 Powell	 is	 considering	 the	 organizaPon	 of	 a	
caravan	 to	 	 the	 Sugarcreek,	 OH,	 NaPonal	 Rally	 in	
September	 (see	page	4	 in	 this	 issue).	 	Ever	since	 joining	
the	club,	 this	 is	one	of	 the	one	rallies	that	 I’ve	heard	so	
many	posiPve	comments	about.		It	is	his	hope	to	caravan	
out	and	back,	which	should	be	fun.	 	Even	though	we	are	
all	 busy	 at	 that	 Pme	 of	 the	 year,	 please	 give	 it	
consideraPon	if	it	works	for	you!	

As	a	club,	 let	us	all	make	a	commitment	to	get	 involved	
this	 camping	 season	 and	 take	 advantage	 of	 the	 many	
offerings	 on	 our	 schedule.	 Let’s	 not	 forget	 that	 the	
“Airstream	 NaPon”	 is	 coming	 for	 a	 visit	 to	 Doswell	 in	
July	.	 	Virginia	needs	to	“shine”	as	bright	as	our	rigs.	 	Be	
helpful	when	you	see	a	rig	from	out-of-state.		Remember,	
it	is	always	the	liCle	things	that	build	a	brand!		

See	You	Down	the	Road!	

            Xan & Randy 		
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Our 25 foot 2014 Airstream 
Flying Cloud had the original 
Goodyear Marathon tires on it. 
This much-maligned tire has 
generated many posts on the 
a i r s t r e a m f o r u m , h t t p : / /
www.a i r fo rums.com.  We 
certainly had our issues with our 
first Airstream, a great 2005 30′ 
Classic, but I now realize those 
tires were 8 years old at the time 
we bought the trailer.  All of the 

tires blew, one taking out the sewer line.  Through those 
experiences, I have learned that 4-5 years is as long as 
trailer tires should be used.  They will rarely wear out 
because you don’t ordinarily drive enough miles to wear 
out.  As one tire salesman told us, tires are a petroleum 
product.  If you don’t pull the trailer regularly, the 
chemicals settle out in the tire, and they lose their 
strength.  Most trailers sit all winter and for extended 
periods in the summer.
Most experienced Airstream people recommend going 
from a 15-inch tire to a 16-inch Michelin LT tire, which has 
a great record, but Martha Jean rejected a larger tire. 
That tire requires replacing the wheels, so it gets a bit 
expensive, but there is little argument about it being a 
great choice.  For a while Michelin made a 15″ LT tire, 
and I bought one as a spare last year.  For some reason 
they changed it to an LTX, which is not strong enough.
I have had great luck with this set of Goodyear Marathons 
for 5 years, only blowing one tire, and our tire-monitoring 
system immediately alerted us. You can’t feel it like you 
would on your car or truck because the trailer’s axles are 
right next to each other, and you still have three tires 
working.  In the last year or so Goodyear came out with 
the Goodyear Endurance, which is a much better tire. 
There has been a lot of discussion on the forum, and a 
number of people have put them on with good early 
results, so that’s what I bought yesterday.
I have worked with Settle Tire in Charlottesville before 
and like them, but there is nowhere to park a trailer in 
their crowded lot.  I took the wheels off, two at a time, and 
took them in for the change.  For safety sake, I used two 
bottle jacks in case one slipped.  It’s a good thing to 
change tires every now and then so you get more 
comfortable with it.  I couldn’t remember where to place 
the jack.  Fortunately there is a big plaque pointing to the 
spot, but I had lay on my back looking for it.  I had bought 
a new, larger bottle jack with a safety lock on it, but had to 
reread the directions to see how to release the lock. 

Putting heavy wheels back on and lining up the screws 
can be difficult, especially after doing four.  It seemed 
easier for me to lift the tire from the top rather than lifting 
from the bottom. After getting the first two changed, I 
replaced them and jacked the other side and removed 
those wheels.  When I drove up, they were great about 
coming out to help me unload and later reload the 
wheels.  They said two of the old tires were separating. I 
should have gone back to see what that looked like, but 
didn’t think about it until I was halfway home.
As I spun the last tire to tighten the lug nut, I noticed a 
gravely sound of the wheel turning.  Did I get some gravel 
or sand in the hubs? I spun the wheel behind, which 
generated a similar sound.  Geez, now what?  I went to 
the other side, jacked it up and spun both wheels – 
similar sound.  $$ rang in my tired head.  Wheel 
bearings?  Axles?  Things I know nothing about. I did 
notice the shocks, which get a lot of discussion also. 
Bouncing is a big issue that leads to loosening screws 
and rivets and pillows going everywhere.
Later that evening it suddenly occurred to me what the 
sound was.  I put Centramatic balancers on the wheels 
last fall.  They have BB’s that circulate as the wheel 
moves, keeping the wheels in balance:  Whew! I think I’ll 
take a wheel off anyway just to be sure.
It’s a comforting feeling to have new and better tires with 
a higher speed rating.  Although these are rated for 87 
mph, the consensus is still to keep it at 65 mph.  It would 
just be nice to keep up with the tractor-trailers on 
interstates.  Going through big cities on interstates is gut 
wrenching, and you have to be able to keep up.  I am 
pretty conditioned to staying in the right-hand lane and 
taking my time, but the merging traffic can be an issue. 
Anyway, I can’t wait to get back out there.   The plan for 
this year is for fishing the northeast and then on to 
Newfoundland.

Greg Wall 

Be sure to give a big “Hi Y’all” to our newest new 
members when you meet them: 

 MALOY, John & Julie 
 WBCCI # 16230 
 2946 Daventry Lane 
 Charlottesville, VA  22911 
   OneOldRunner@gmail.com 
   434-989-5019 (John-Cell) 
   434-872-3472 (Julie-Cell) 
   434-975-0101 (Home)  
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NEW TIRES

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS
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During the last couple of years 
some Virginia Unit members 
have expressed a desire to 
attend the annual Swiss Festival 
National Airstream Rally, held in 
the Amish area of Ohio at 

Winklepleck Grove, a park near Sugarcreek, Ohio.   This 
year will be the 57th year the popular rally is to be held. 
The 2019 details have not yet been posted, but the rally is 
always held for a week in late September, likely to be 
Saturday to Sunday, September 21-29, 2019, with a 
Friday, September 20, early arrival date permitted for 
caravans.   Hearing that there was interest by some in 
attending this year, the dates for our Commonwealth of 
Virginia Rally were changed to the September 13-15 
weekend to avoid any conflict.   Some years ago we 
attended the rally in a Virginia Unit caravan.   If there is 
interest in going via a Virginia Unit caravan again this 
year, those interested must contact me ASAP (at 
Douglas@BanisterRiver.com or 434-572-7048 cellular) to 
provide time for planning such an adventure, such as 
picking stops.   Those attending the Commonwealth Rally 
in Newport News might want us to begin such a caravan 
from there on Sunday with an arrival in Sugarcreek on 
Friday.   Others not attending the Commonwealth Rally 

would need to join the caravan at its first stop.   The 
possible route would likely take us via Winchester, 
Virginia, to the Cumberland, Maryland area, to the 
Wheeling, West Virginia area, and then on to Sugarcreek, 
etc.

by	Douglas	Powell	
WBCCI	#9900	

MARCH 
01 Mary Bartelt 
02 David Lipps 
05 Nancy Whiteley 
11 Jeff & Lee Cutright 
18 Linda Lee 
19 Gary Brink 
22 Maxine Hamlett 
24 Betty Patton 
28 Carol Lipps 

APRIL 
01 Bobbi Locklair 
02 Jeff Cutright 
09 Harold Hamlett 
22 Gladys Kolb 
28 Guy Sager 
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	HOUSTONFEST	RALLY	-	June	6-9	(Thursday	–	Sunday)	
The	Virginia	Unit	invites	you	to	join	us	for	the	2019	HoustonFest	Rally	at	the	
Cool	Breeze	Campground,	 located	at	2330	Edmonds	Road,	Galax,	VA.	 	The	
highlight	of	this	rally	will	be	the	HoustonFest,	held	annually	at	Felts	Park	in	
downtown	Galax	on	Friday,	June	7,	and	Saturday,	June	8.		You	can	find	more	
informaVon	 on	 the	 fesVval	 at	 hWp://houstonfestgalax.com.	 	 Early	
campground	reservaVons	are	recommended	as	this	is	a	popular	event,	and	
can	 be	 made	 now	 by	 calling	 Robert	 Sells	 at	 Cool	 Breeze	 Campground,
276-236-0300.	 	 Be	 sure	 to	 menVon	 that	 you	 are	 with	 “Gary	 Brink’s	
Airstream	group.”		Our	unit	has	rallied	in	Galax	for	this	fesVval	several	Vmes	
before	 and	 always	 enjoyed	 it.	 	 For	 those	 who	 have	 never	 aWended,	 this	
music	fesVval	honors	banjo	playing	prodigy,	Houston	Caldwell,	who	passed	
away	at	the	age	of	18	 in	2010.	 	Bring	your	 lawn	chairs	to	enjoy	the	music	
each	 day	 on	 three	 stages.	 	 Among	 the	 top-notch	 professional	 performers	

already	 scheduled	 this	 year	 are	DAILY	&	 VINCENT,	 SHENANDOAH,	 STEPHANIE	 ADLINGTON,	THE	HOG	 SLOP	 STRING	
BAND,	DORI	FREEMAN,	SIDELINE,	THE	WHITE	TOP	MOUNTAIN	BAND,	CARSON	PETERS	&	IRON	MOUNTAIN	BAND,	THE	
JEFF	 LITTLE	 TRIO,	 and	 many	 others.	 	 Gary	 and	 Lynn	 Brink	 will	 be	 our	 rally	 hosts	 and	 can	 be	 contacted	 at	
GBrink1776@gmail.com	or	434-296-1708	for	more	informaVon.	 	There	is	a	charge	for	aWendance	at	the	fesVval	and	
advance	 Vcket	 purchasing	 saves	 money.	 	 It	 is	 recommended	 that	 you	 purchase	 your	 Vckets	 in	 advance	 via	 the	
HoustonFest	website,	hWp://houstonfestgalax.com.	 	We	will	enjoy	breakfast	on	Friday	morning	prior	to	deparVng	for	
the	fesVval.		More	detailed	informaVon	will	appear	in	future	issues	of	the	newsleWer.

CARAVAN TO  SWISS FESTIVAL 
NATIONAL RALLY ????

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

mailto:Douglas@BanisterRiver.com
http://houstonfestgalax.com
mailto:GBrink1776@gmail.com
http://houstonfestgalax.com
http://houstonfestgalax.com
mailto:GBrink1776@gmail.com
http://houstonfestgalax.com
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Region 3 Rally in the Blue Ridge
April 24 - 28, 2019

Tom Johnson Camping Center Rally Park, Marion, NC 
“Where Main Street Meets the Mountains” 

It’s Springtime in the Blue Ridge Mountains! 

There are three ways to pre-register. PICK ONE!
Online fill out the 2019 R3 Rally Registration form on the R3 website region3.wbcci.net and pay the 
rally fee when you arrive. 
OR
Download, print, and mail the reservation form attached to the Region 3 Newsletter with your rally 
fee check, payable to WBCCI Region 3, to Alicia Rafter, R3 Registrar, 1864 Indian Rd W, West Palm 
Beach, FL 33406 to arrive by April 10. 
OR
Fill out the coupon in the Blue Beret and send with your rally fee check, payable to WBCCI Region 3,  
to Alicia Rafter, R3 Registrar, 1864 Indian Rd W, West Palm Beach, FL 33406 to arrive by April 10.

Pre-register in order to receive all the informational emails concerning the rally, including detailed 
directions, activities, and schedules.  Pre-registering also helps ensure enough tables, chairs, food.

Everyone will pay their camping fees directly to the campground after arrival and before coming to 
the rally registration table. You may register in the campground office between 8:00 am and 4:00 pm. 
Bring your campground receipt with you to the rally registration table. 

Please do NOT call the campground to reserve a site. The entire rally park is ours. There are 280 sites 
with full hook-ups and 100 with water and electric. Choose your site when you arrive.  They are all 
the same. The campground fee is $32 per night. 

ATTENDEE #1 (FIRST AND LAST) _________________________________________________________

ATTENDEE #2 (FIRST AND LAST) _________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL ATTENDEES NAMES (FIRST AND LAST PLUS AGE IF A MINOR _____________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________

CELL PHONE # __________________________   WBCCI # ________ HOME UNIT OF WBCCI _______

EMAIL _______________________________________________________________________________

CONFIRM EMAIL ______________________________________________________________________

EMERGENCY CONTACT PHONE # _________________________   (Someone not with you at the rally.)

ARRIVAL DATE __________________       DEPARTURE DATE ________________  

RALLY FEE  Wednesday or Thursday arrival $75 Per Rig for 2 or more         $40 Per Single
 Friday or Saturday arrival     $60 Per Rig for 2 or more         $35 Per Single

DO YOU REQUIRE HANDICAPPED PARKING?     YES ❑          NO ❑
ARE YOU A MEMBER OF THE VINTAGE AIRSTREAM CLUB (VAC)?    YES ❑          NO ❑



There	 comes	 a	 +me	 in	 the	 sequence	 of	 Airstream	 upgrades	
that	 you	 have	 to	 undertake	 the	mother	 of	 all	 upgrades!	 Ever	
since	we	 stumbled	 through	 the	 cold	nights	 and	 shortcomings	
of	 dry	 camping	 and	 boondocking	 in	 our	 Airstream,	 we	 have	
wanted	 to	 improve	 our	 outdoor	 wilderness	 endurance	 by	
adding	solar	panels	and	higher	capacity	ba?eries.	

AAer	 talking	 to	 many	 of	 our	 Airstreaming	 friends	 and	 fellow	
adventurers,	we	 decided	 to	 contact	 Lew	 Farber	 of	 Solar	 Tech	
Energy	Systems	Inc	-	Lew	is	based	in	Naples	Florida	during	the	
winter	and	Hood	River	Oregon	during	the	summer.	 	Lew	gave	
us	 a	 quote	 for	 four	 roof	mounted	 solar	 panels	 giving	 us	 400	
wa?s,	 a	Victron	 solar	 controller,	 and	a	pair	of	 Lifeline	AGM	6	
volt	golf	cart	ba?eries	wired	in	series	to	give	us	300	amp	hours.		
For	total	power	management	of	the	Airstream,	we	also	added	
a	 Victron	 Energy	 2	 kW	 inverter	 reloca+ng	 it	 under	 the	
starboard	dine?e	berth	so	that	it	was	in	close	proximity	to	the	
new	ba?eries.	

On	day	three	of	this	five-day	conversion,	I	visited	our	Airstream	
to	 review	 work	 in	 progress.	 	 Only	 then	 did	 I	 realize	 the	
magnitude	of	this	upgrade!		It	can	be	best	described	as	a	heart	
transplant	 for	 Airstream	 electrical	 systems.	 	 Out	 go	 the	
Progressive	Dynamics	 PD4655	 converter	 and	 12	 and	 120	 volt	
distribu+on	 system	 as	 well	 as	 the	 old	 factory	 installed	 1	 kW	
inverter,	to	be	replaced	with	a	sophis+cated	inverter/converter,	
controllers,	 displays,	 isolators,	 and,	 of	 course,	 an	 app	 to	
monitor	it	all	on	your	Bluetooth	phone!	

Previously,	 our	 200	 wa?	 Zamp	 portable	 solar	 panel	 worked	
effec+vely	when	deployed,	genera+ng	as	much	as	13.8	volts	at	
10	 amps,	 allowing	 us	 to	 spend	 longer	 periods	 in	 wilderness	
loca+ons.	The	down	side	was	the	iner+a	of	se`ng	up	the	panel	
for	short	stays,	the	significant	6	cubic	feet	amount	of	space	in	
the	 truck	 bed	 occupied	 by	 the	 unit	 and	 its	 protec+ve	 sleeve,	
and	 the	 necessity	 to	 realign	 the	 panel	 at	 least	 twice	 daily	 to	
follow	the	sun.	

Ba#ery	upgrade:	
Our	 former	 ba?ery	 configura+on	
of	 two	12	volt	 Lifeline	AGM	wired	
in	parallel	had	a	total	ra+ng	of	160	
Ah;	 in	 prac+ce	 only	 50%	 of	 that	
was	usable	to	avoid	damaging	the	
ba?eries,	and	that	was	inadequate	
to	 run	 the	 furnace	 overnight.	
Moving	 to	 a	 pair	 of	 higher	 rated	
GPL-6CT	six	volt	golf	cart	ba?eries	
wired	 in	 series	 gives	 us	 300	 Ah,	
however	 the	 size	 of	 the	 ba?eries,	

from	group	24	to	group	6,	requires	reloca+ng	the	ba?eries	to	
inside	the	Airstream	forward	under	the	starboard	berth.	AGM	
ba?eries	 are	 totally	 sealed	 so	 no	 gases	 are	 emi?ed	 during	
charging	 or	 discharge.	 The	 addi+onal	 combined	 weight	 of	
these	 ba?eries	 comes	 in	 pre?y	 close	 to	 180	 lbs,	 somewhat	
heavier	than	the	prior	12	volt	system.	 	Loca+ng	them	closer	to	
the	axles	and	trailer	center	of	gravity	lessens	the	anxiety	about	
extra	tongue	weight.		

Inverter	upgrade:	
The	original	Airstream	installed	1	kW	inverter	was	useful	over	
the	previous	 four	years,	providing	 light	duty	power	 to	our	TV	
and	DVD	player	and	keeping	us	entertained	off	the	grid.	It	was	
never	 within	 its	 capability	 to	 operate	 any	 of	 our	 kitchen	
appliances	such	as	coffee	maker,	toaster,	blender	or	microwave	
as	most	of	 these	appliances	need	1,000	 to	2,000	wa?s.	 	 The	

original	inverter	was	located	on	the	floor,	close	to	the	fridge.		It	
was	removed	when	building	our	drawer	cabinet	unit.	The	new	
loca+on	for	the	Victron	Energy	Mul+Plus	MPPT	3000	inverter	is	
under	the	berth	adjacent	to	the	ba?eries,	making	the	shortest	
possible	run	of	04	gauge	150	amp	wiring.	

Solar	panel	installa6on:	
The	 solar	 panels	 were	 mounted	
on	 the	 roof	 using	 3M	 VHB	 tape,	
two	 panels	 forward	 close	 to	 the	
main	 skylight	 and	 two	 more	
panels	 aA	 either	 side	 of	 the	 rear	
Fantas+c	fan.	Each	SP-100	panel	is	
sized	at	2	x	4	feet	and	 is	 installed	
with	 four	 feet	 with	 adjustable	
moun+ngs	 allowing	 panels	 to	 be	
elevated	 through	 60	 degrees	
longitudinally	 for	 op+mum	 solar	
collec+on.	 We	 made	 sure	 the	
posi+oning	 of	 the	 solar	 panels	
would	 allow	 a	 future	 satellite	 dish	 to	 be	mounted	 in	 the	 last	
available	roof	space	in	the	rear	over	the	bedroom.	Wiring	
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Airstream Electrical Heart Transplant

Front end of batteries 
showing the 4 guage 
wiring to the inverter.

The inverter under the dinette 
berth - input 12volt black 
cables from batteries on the 
right, incoming shore power 
and outgoing 120 volt to 
distriubtion panel on left.

The heart of the system: the blue 
box is the Victron inverter, red 
master battery isolator switch, 
and two GPL-6 golf cart batteries 
mounted on their ends.

Four 100 watt solar panels 
installed on the roof of our 
Airstream, 2 forward and 2 
in the rear.



access	 to	 the	 panels	 was	 made	
through	a	combined	box	and	a	2	inch	
hole	 in	 the	 top	 of	 the	 refrigera7on	
cabinet	 roof.	 Cables	 were	 routed	 to	
the	 SmartSolar	 MPPT	 100/30	
controller	through	an	isolator	switch.	
The	SmartSolar	 controller	broadcasts	
performance	data	on	Bluetooth	when	
paired	with	your	phone	and	gives	you	
voltage	 and	 current	 generated	 from	
the	photo-voltaic	cells.	

Energy	systems	management:	
The	 inverter	 unit	 takes	 over	 many	 roles	 in	 the	 Airstream	
electrical	configura7on.	It	performs	regulated	baJery	charging,	
acts	 as	 a	 distribu7on	 control	 for	 all	 120	 volt	 and	 12	 volt	
services,	 and	 alternates	 seamlessly	 as	 a	 UPS	 between	 shore	
power	 120	 v	 and	 inverter	 120	 v.	 The	 Progressive	 Dynamics	
PD-4655	 converter	 becomes	 redundant	 and	 can	 be	 removed.		
We	 elected	 not	 to	 connect	 some	 120	 volt	 circuits	 to	 the	
inverter	(although	technically	we	have	the	necessary	capacity),	
specifically	the	air	condi7oning	/	heat	pump	unit,	heated	towel	
rail,	fridge	and	the	water	heater.	 	All	other	120	volt	circuits	 in	
the	Airstream	now	are	controlled	by	the	inverter,	so	all	outlets	
are	live	under	either	power	scenario.	

Inverter	 and	 baJery	 performance	 are	 monitored	 through	
control	panels	mounted	on	the	par77on	above	the	TV	adjacent	

t o	 t he	 m i c rowave	
cabinet.	 The	 baJery	
v o l t a g e	 m o n i t o r	
BMV-712	shows	baJery	
voltage	 status	 and	 the	
digital	 mul7	 control	
panel	 is	 the	 remote	
control	 for	 the	 inverter.	
All	data	is	also	available	
over	a	Bluetooth	link	to	
a	phone	app.	 	A	switch	
on	the	panel	allows	the	
inverter	 to	be	 switched	
off,	 on,	 or	 charge	 only.	
An	array	of	LED’s	give	a	
quick	glance	status	and	
blink	 when	 condi7ons	
have	 moved	 outside	
p r e d e t e r m i n e d	
parameters	 such	 as	

high	 discharge,	 overload,	 limited	 life	 of	 baJery	 power,	 or	
temperature	outside	normal	range.	

A\er	removing	the	old	Progressive	Dynamics	converter,	the	12	
volt	 and	120	volt	distribu7on	panels	were	 replaced	with	new	
separate	 Progressive	 Dynamics	 distribu7on	 panels,	 a	 PD6000	
for	 the	 12	 volt	 DC	 circuits,	 which	 remain	 in	 an	 iden7cal	
electrical	 configura7on,	 and	 a	 separate	 PD55K003	 split	
distribu7on	panel	for	120	volt	AC	circuits.	The	difference	in	the	
old	and	new	AC	 configura7on	 is	based	on	which	 services	will	
be	inverter	powered	and	which	we	deliberately	plan	to	power	
only	by	shore	power,	such	as	water	heater	and	air	condi7oning.	
The	upper	five	distribu7on	breakers	support	shore	power	only	
services	and	the	lower	five	breakers	default	to	shore	power	but	
kick	 over	 to	 inverter	 automa7cally	 when	 the	 UPS	 takes	 over	
under	dry	camping	situa7ons.	

Management	 of	 power	 is	 s7ll	 a	 challenge	 for	 extended	 dry	
camping,	 but	 con7nuous	 solar	 recharging	 along	 with	 judicial	
use	 of	 our	 propane	 converted	 Honda	 generator	 make	 for	 a	
comfortable	and	 sustainable	 lifestyle.	 The	 two	Victron	Energy	
Apps	on	our	phones	give	probably	too	much	detailed	analysis	
of	 power	 consump7on	 offset	 by	 solar	 or	 generator	 charging.	
Two	items	grab	your	aJen7on:	BaJery	State	of	Charge	as	a	%	
of	total	capacity,	and	Time	Remaining	represen7ng	how	many	
hours	or	days	your	system	can	support	you!		

We	 love	 spectacular	 scenery	 and	 quiet	 campgrounds	 by	 the	
water.	 	With	 these	 new	 solar	 resources,	 we	 look	 forward	 to	
enjoying	a	wider	array	of	sites	for	extended	camping.		We	look	
forward	to	repor7ng	our	discoveries	next	year!
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Solar panel controller 
moderates the widely 
fl u c t u a t i n g s o l a r 
voltage to a nominal 
12 - 15 vo l t s f o r 
battery charging.

Victron smartphone 
a p p s h o w s t h e 
s y s t e m s t a t u s , 
bat tery vo l tage, 
current in amps & 
watts being drawn, 
amp/hours used 
since last charge & 
b a t t e r y t i m e 
r e m a i n i n g w i t h 
current load.


V i c t r o n 
display for 
b a t t e r y 
s t a t u s & 
i n v e r t e r 
control panel 
with status 
and warning 
LED’s.

LEFT:  Distribution panels for DC (right) and AC (left) showing split 
shorepower breakers (top 5) and inverter-fed breakers (bottom 5).

CENTER:  Solar controller Bluetooth monitor app showing panel 
generated voltage and conditioned output charging bateries.

RIGHT:  Historic performance of battery charging over last few 
days, bulk charge in white, absorption charging in light blue and 
float charge in medium blue.

Margaret & David Broad (WBCCI #2381) from 
Tappahannock Virginia, traveling 8 months of 
the year since July 2016 in their 2015 Flying 
Cloud 25 RB enjoying sunset in Key West FL. 
T h e i r t r a v e l b l o g i s a t 
www.flyingcloud25.blogspot.com and David 
also publishes an Airstream improvement 
d i s c u s s i o n a t w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
airstreamtweaks 

http://www.flyingcloud25.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/airstreamtweaks
http://www.facebook.com/airstreamtweaks
http://www.flyingcloud25.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/airstreamtweaks
http://www.facebook.com/airstreamtweaks


March 29-31 Maintenance Rally (Joint Rally)
Fri - Sun American Heritage RV Park

Williamsburg, VA
Host:  Tom Carmichael
tomc@sportsimageinc.com_________                

April 24-28 Region 3 Rally
Wed - Sun Tom Johnson Rally Park

Marion NC
Host:  John Leake (Region 3 Pres)
region 3.wbcci.com_______________                          

May OPEN FOR IDEAS!  Contact Jeff 
Cutright with your suggestions.
jcutright4@msn.com______________

June 6-9 HoustonFest Rally
Thur - Sun Cool Breeze Campground

Galax, VA
Hosts:  Gary & Lynn Brink
gbrink1776@gmail.com                    

July 20-27 WBCCI INTERNATIONAL RALLY
Sat - Sat Meadow Event Park

Doswell, VA
Host:  WBCCI
wbcci.org_______________________

Aug 4-10 Oldtime Fiddler’s Convention Rally
Sun - Sat Cool Breeze Campground

Galax, VA
Hosts: Julian & Lynne Clements
region3.wbcci.com_______________

Aug 15-18 VA Unit Annual Business Meeting
Thur - Sun Douthat State Park

Clifton Forge, VA
Hosts:  Lamberts & Pezzolis
sandkay65@gmail.com____________

Sep 13-15 Virginia Commonwealth Rally
Newport News City Park
Newport News, VA
Hosts:  Shenandoah Valley Club      

Sep 21-29 57th Swiss Festival Rally - Caravan
Sat - Sun Winklepleck Grove

Sugar Creek, OH
SwissRallyRegistrar@yahoo.com
Caravan Leader:  Douglas Powell
Douglas@BanisterRiver.com_______

Oct 30-Nov 3 Oyster Festival Rally
Thu - Sun Urbanna, VA

Hosts:  Tom Carmichael & Lew              
Brodsky
tomc@sportsimageinc.com________

Dec 7 Christmas Luncheon
Sat Location TBD

Hosts:  Jeff & Lee Cutright
jcutright4@msn.com
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VIRGINIA UNIT OFFICERS
RANDY RINEHART - #4546 President
434-996-7000
Randolph.Rinehart@gmail.com

JEFF CUTRIGHT - #31189 1st Vice President
540-989-6331      & Webmaster
JCutright4@msn.com

XAN RINEHART - #4546 Treasurer
410-310-2008
XanRinehart@gmail.com

KAY LAMBERT - #6095 Recording Sec.
434-933-8513
SandKay65@gmail.com

STEVE LAMBERT - #6095 Trustee (1-Year)
434-933-8513
SandKay65@gmail.com

D.A. POWELL - #9900 Trustee (1-Year)
434-476-2483
DA@BanisterRiver.com

DAVID BROAD - #2381 Trustee (2-Years)
804-443-7822
DM@DavidBroad.net

JEFF CUTRIGHT - #31189 Rally Chairman
540-989-6331                                         
JCutright4@msn.com

DOUGLAS POWELL - #9900 Caravan Chairman
434-476-2483                                         
Douglas@BanisterRiver.com

GARY BRINK - #29944 Newsletter Editor
434-296-1708
GBrink1776@gmail.com

virginia.wbcci.net Virginia Unit Website
region3wbcci.net Region 3 Website
wbcci.org WBCCI Website

2019 VIRGINIA UNIT RALLY SCHEDULE 
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