
Fellow	Airstreamers,	

We	 have	 finally	 made	 it	 to	
spring	and	 the	RV	 season.	Our	
rig	is	ready	to	hit	the	road	with	
an	 ac>ve	 travel	 season.	 Our	
hope	 is	 that	 each	 of	 you	 are	
excited	as	well.		

The	 Breakout/Maintenance	
R a l l y	 wa s	 a	 s u c c e s s	 i n	
Williamsburg.	 There	 were	 33	

rigs	that	joined	in	the	fun	and	educa>on.	Tom	Carmichael	
and	 Kathy	 &	 Lew	 Brodsky	 were	 the	 hosts.	 They	 did	 a	
wonderful	job	with	all	the	details	of	puMng	on	the	rally.	
DJ	Mas>n	(‘Airstream	Technician)	did	a	terrific	job	with	a	
presenta>on,	 followed	 by	 a	 ques>on	&	 answer	 session.	
His	por>on	of	the	program	took	more	than	two	hours.	

Your	 board	 of	 directors	 met	 on	 the	 6th	 to	 conduct	 the	
club’s	business.	The	commiXee	reports	showed	that	our	
club	 is	ac>ve	and	doing	well.	 In	the	 last	two	months	we	

have	 gained	 three	 new	 members.	 The	 board	 is	
recommending	 a	 name	 change	 to	 “Virginia	 Airstream	
Club”.	 	This	is	being	done	by	many	units/clubs	across	the	
country	 (two	 of	 our	 fellow	 Virginia	 clubs	 have	 changed	
their	 name).	 	 There	 has	 been	 an	 email	 sent	 out	 to	 the	
membership	 asking	 if	 there	 is	 any	 opposi>on	 to	 this	
change.		I	will	be	taking	the	request	to	Region	3.		Then,	it	
will	go	to	the	board	at	Interna>onal	for	approval.	 	There	
will	be	some	cost	in	replacing	badges	and	our	flag.	 	This	
change	will	beXer	represent	who	we	are	going	forward.		

Xan	and	I	are	headed	to	the	Region	3	Rally	in	Marion,	NC	
on	 the	 24th.	 We	 will	 be	 represen>ng	 our	 club	 at	 the	
board	 of	 directors	 mee>ng.	 I’m	 told	 there	 is	 plenty	 of	
room	in	the	campground	should	you	wish	to	aXend	also.	

Interna>onal	 is	 but	 three	months	 away	 in	Doswell.	 It	 is	
my	hope	that	we	will	have	a	good	showing	from	our	four	
state	clubs.	I	want	to	also	remind	you	that	day	>ckets	are	
available	at	the	gate.	There	are	some	wonderful	seminars	
and	 round	 table	 discussions	 for	 your	 considera>on.	 In	
your	 travels,	 should	you	meet	a	 fellow	Airstream	visitor,	
please	welcome	them	to	the	Commonwealth.	

Do	 take	note	of	 the	many	ac>vi>es	offered	each	month	
of	the	season.	There	are	just	a	few	sites	leb	for	the	rally	
and	annual	mee>ng	being	held	at	Douthat	State	Park	 in	
August.	 	Contact	me	if	you	would	like	to	aXend.	We	are	
always	 open	 to	 sugges>ons	 for	 rally	 site	 or	 venues	 for	
future	ac>vi>es.		

Xan	and	I	hope	to	see	you	during	the	RV	season!			

See	You	Down	the	Road!	

            Xan & Randy 		
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DJ Mastin at work keeping the attention of all attendees at 
the Breakout/Maintenance Rally.



There are certain times in Airstream life when you 
wonder how safe your rig is, maybe a fleeting 
moment as you load up your gear for the next four 
month road trip or when you are speeding down the 
interstate with the herd and realize that you are 
going faster than reason or necessity dictates. Some 
reassurance can be obtained from knowing your rig 
is well within the manufacturer’s weight and loading 
safety specifications and ratings and your load is 
correctly distributed.
Several issues are of concern when overloading 
your rig. Basically, asking your tow vehicle or trailer 
to do more work than they were designed to do and 
the cost of added wear and tear to your valuable 
assets.  Add the safety risk and inconvenience of 
equipment failure such as tire blow-outs to the 
potential hazard mix, then consider the legal issues 
of exceeding legal weight limit laws, and the 
contributory cause to any accident verdict if an 
overweight vehicle is involved.
We belong to a RV group called Escapees Club, 
sometimes known as SKP, who support full-time 
RV’ers with a wide range of services including mail 
forwarding, education, resident and domicile status, 
job search, and technical assistance including rig 
weighing. Escapees have three locations: 
Livingstone TX, Congress AZ and Bushnell FL.  We 

called a month ahead to make an appointment and 
reserve a site for the night before weighing.  We 
checked in with Sumter Oaks RV in Florida in 
February 2018 and again February 2019. The initial 
visit provides the baseline data and gives you 
reassurance and confidence in the rig setup. 
Between these two dates we made significant 
modifications to our Airstream Flying Cloud 25 RB 
such as adding cabinetry and installing a new 
energy system including solar panels, a heavy-duty 
inverter and two GPL-6 golf cart batteries. Between 
weighings, we also adjusted hitch height to level the 
trailer when hitched up and adjusted the Equalizer 
bars to transfer more load to the towing vehicle. 
The initial contact with John Hamilton, our SKP 
weighmaster suggests the completion of the 
SmartWeigh info sheet with tow vehicle and trailer 
ratings (GAWR, GVWR & GCWR - more on this 
later) and installed tire info.)  The actual weighing 
procedure takes less than an hour on the specially 
designed weighing station and costs $55 for our 
configuration. (Download link to our info sheet 
provided below). First the towing vehicle is weighed 
without trailer.  The front wheels are positioned on 
the two recessed scales, and then you roll forward 
to weigh the two rear wheels. Your normal 
passenger and load configuration is recommended 
in order to provide realistic day-to-day operating 
conditions.
With regard to establishing normal operating 
conditions, it’s advisable to record tank levels at the 
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Overall weight distribution, unhitched and hitched up of the RAM Laramie and the Airstream Flying Cloud 25.  Note the tongue 
weight of 950 lbs is the additional weight on the rear axle less the reduction of weight on the front axle.

SmartWeigh your Rig at Escapees 
by David Broad



time of weighing. When full truck fuel, fresh water, 
gray tank and black tank levels, not forgetting the 

two propane tanks on the tongue, account for 1,200 
lbs of consumables, and this may have a significant 
impact on the recommendations later in this 
process.
Next you return to the weighing platform fully hitched 
up with weight distribution system in place.  Four 
pairs of weight readings are taken as you move 
incrementally over the scales. That completes the 
data gathering stage, and a helpful measuring of rig 
height is noted on the info sheet.
Finally, in the calculation phase, we transfer data to 
an Excel spreadsheet which is contained on page 
5 (also available to download).  The blue cells show 
weight data gathered at the scales.  The first 
calculation using hitched and unhitched tow vehicle 
axle weights determines tongue weight.  In our case, 
a tongue weight of 950 lbs represents 16% of the 
trailer weight, which is within the recommended 
range (Line C).
The second calculation checks axle loads compared 
to truck and trailer manufacturer ratings, GAWR, 
which are posted on each vehicle.  On the 
spreadsheet our RAM truck under tow operates at 
76% to 79% of manufacturers rating (Line F) and the 
Airstream operates at 71% and 86% of the builder’s 
rating (Line N).  Note the reasonable difference of 
150 lbs between right and left sides of the trailer, 

and the significant difference of 550 lbs between the 
front and rear trailer axles. The heavier rear axle 
suggests a change in the hitch height and a possible 
internal redistribution of trailer content.
The third calculation checks Gross Vehicle Weight 
Rating, GVWR, for truck and trailer. The RAM under 
tow has a small margin of 300 lbs and operates at 
97% of max rating (Line E). This is pretty close to 
max and no further truck cargo should be 
considered especially after refueling!  The Airstream 
GVWR has a margin of 400 lbs and is running at 
95% of maximum rating (Line J).
The fourth and last calculation addresses Gross 
Combined Weight Rating, GCWR, as specified by 
Dodge for our RAM Cummings 2500 Laramie.  
Combined weight of both truck and trailer comes in 
at a comfortable 15,650 lbs or 62% of max rating 
(Line Q).
So what does all this mean and how do we use this 
information?  Hopefully in your situation there are no 
red flags. However, even in the best of cases there 
is a limit to the load you can carry and the 
SmartWeigh process shows you where the 
tolerances are.  Loading up the back of the truck 
with unnecessary gear can easily take you over the 
axle rating limit, especially with a full tank of fuel. In 
our situation the tank was 1/4 full or 8 gallons. A full 
diesel tank at 32 gallons weighs 225 lbs, so that 
adds 175 lbs and takes our rear axle GAWR loading 
from 76% to 80% but more importantly this takes our 
GVWR from 97% to 99%.  Each 100 lbs of cargo 
adds 1% to the load, so just taking two extra 
camping passengers along pushes you over the top.  
Maybe Santa”s list has me down for a one ton RAM! 
Remember when unhitched we do have the 950 lbs 
of tongue weight now available to play with.
Similarly the Airstream W/G/B tanks were at 10%, 
10% and 25% respectively - 140 lbs water weight 
cumulative. Take those three tanks’ capacities to 
100% and we add 780 lbs largely over the rear axle 
and our GVWR has shifted from 95% to 105%. This 
is an excellent reason to empty gray and black tanks 
before traveling and keep a modest 20% fresh water 
for basic necessities en route!  Even more 
comforting is the fact that this avoids the tail weight 
wagging the dog!
An additional useful check is comparing your truck 
and trailer tire load ratings against the blue box
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John Hamilton, Escapee 
weighmaster, records 
each scale reading onto 
the data sheet for the rig.

A pair of scales are used, one 
on each side of the rig.  These 
highly accurate devices are 
recessed leve l in to the 
concrete weighing platform 
so that no variations are 
introduced in the weighing 
process.



recorded weights.  Our RAM Michelin LTX 
275/70R18 tires are rated at 3,640 lbs, and we carry 
a max load of 2,500 lbs. The Airstream Michelin LTX 
225/75R16 are rated at 2,680 lbs, and we carry a 
max of 1,600 lbs per tire.  Both vehicles are well 
within the comfort zone. About a year ago we 
upgraded our 15” Goodyear Marathons to 16” 
Michelin Defenders to give us a better margin of 
safety, reliability, and performance.
To summarize our SmartWeigh results, we are well 
within GAWR, GCWR , and tire load rating. The area 
of concern is the GVWR on both the truck at 97% 
and on the Airstream at 95%. Both of these load 
factors are too close for comfort and require a brutal 
assessment and shedding of excess weight – an 
Airstream version of WeightWatchers!
One of our self-imposed routines is to completely 
empty our Airstream and truck on the return home 
from our extended trips. Back to square one!  It 
helps us dispose of the unnecessary or underused 
gear in favor of liberating space for something new! 
It’s a pain, but it can be quite rewarding to enjoy a 
no clutter lifestyle and keep control of trailer weight.
Traveling with the assured knowledge that our 
vehicles are not overloaded and well balanced gives 
us one less thing to worry about! Losing weight in 
both tow vehicle and towed trailer will give you 
better gas mileage, longer tire life, and shorter 
stopping distances. At least one has done the best 
one can to avoid becoming one of those road 
statistics!  Safe travels and see you down the road!
Rig preliminary information sheet: 
h t t p : / / w w w. d b 2 6 . n e t / a i r s t r e a m / l i n k s / s k p -
smartweight-2019.pdf
Excel calculation spreadsheet: 
h t t p : / / w w w. d b 2 6 . n e t / a i r s t r e a m / l i n k s / s k p -
smartweight-2019.xlsx.

Margaret & David Broad (WBCCI 
#2381) from Tappahannock Virginia, 
traveling 8 months of the year since 
July 2016 in their 2015 Flying Cloud 
25 RB. We recently journeyed on the 
2019 Cajun Country Caravan along 
with Airstreaming friends John & 
Victoria Magnacca (left) travelers with 
us on the 2016 South West Adventure 

and 2018 Alaska caravans. Our travel 
blog is at www.flyingcloud25.blogspot.com and David also 
p u b l i s h e s a n A i r s t r e a m i m p r o v e m e n t p a g e a t 
www.facebook.com/airstreamtweaks 


Be sure to give a big “Hi Y’all” to our newest new 
members when you meet them: 

ANN TIERNEY 
2643 Thurloe Drive 
N. Chesterfield, VA  23235 
  804-543-7614  (Cell) 
    AHTierney@gmail.com 

JOHN HUNTER 
1740 R Street NW 
Apt 2 
Washington, DC  20009 
  202-203-9603  (Cell) 
    DoctorHunter68@gmail.com 

APRIL 
01 Bobby Locklair 
02 Jeff Cutright 
09 Harold Hamlett 
22 Gladys Kolb 
28 Guy Sager 

MAY  
05 Jane Sibley 
07 Steve Lambert 
10 John & Jane Sibley 
10 Bill & Sylvia Worrall 
21 Kay Lambert 
22 D.A. Powell 
28 Sam Barnard 
29 David & Carol Lipps
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WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS

BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES

JUNE 
02 Richard Bartelt 
05 Steve & Kay Lambert 
11 Bob Lee 
14 Nila Sager 
16 Junior & Betty Patton 
22 Bob & Linda Lee 
26 Grace Leary 
27 Frank Bobbitt 
27  Randy & Xan Rinehart 
28 Edith Stutts 
28 Danny & Bobbi Locklair 

BOBBY & DANNY LOCKLAIR 
were on their annual winter 
jour ney to F lo r ida and 
stopped for a few days at 
L a n d Ya c h t H a r b o r i n 
Melbourne, where they met 
Lynn & Gary Brink.  They all 
decided to go out for dinner 
when Bobby announced that 
it just happened to be her 
birthday (April 1st).  After an 
e x c e l l e n t m e a l , B o b b y 
enjoyed her celebratory 
Tiramisu while the restaurant 
patrons all joined in with a 
chorus of Happy Birthday !

http://www.db26.net/airstream/links/skp-smartweight-2019.pdf
http://www.db26.net/airstream/links/skp-smartweight-2019.pdf
http://www.db26.net/airstream/links/skp-smartweight-2019.xlsx
http://www.db26.net/airstream/links/skp-smartweight-2019.xlsx
http://www.flyingcloud25.blogspot.com
http://www.facebook.com/airstreamtweaks
mailto:AHTierney@gmail.com
mailto:DoctorHunter68@gmail.com
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Weighing each axle of truck 
& trailer requires the rig to 
pull forward for the eight, 
t w o p e r a x l e , s c a l e 
m e a s u r e m e n t s t o b e 
recorded.

“SmartWeigh your Rig at Escapees”  (continued from page 4).

Data from the door sticker 
on the RAM is transferred 
to the data sheet and to the 
spreadsheet - Line D & E.

Data from the Airstream 
data plate is transferred to 
the data sheet and to the 
spreadsheet - Line K & M.
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HoustonFest Rally 
June 6-9, 2019 

   
Cool Breeze Campground 

2330 Edmonds Road 
Galax, VA  24333 

276-236-0300

It’s still not too late to reserve your campsite (there are only 2 or 3 still available) - the special rate of $38.00/night (tax 
included) is being offered.  Join your Virginia Unit friends in Galax as we enjoy more than two days (see details below) 
of outstanding professional bluegrass and old time music (see houstonfestgalax.com for further information).  More 
than 30 different acts headlined by such giants as Shenandoah, Daily & Vincent, The HogSlop String Band, Mountain 
Highway, Dori Freeman, White Top Mountain Band, etc., will be performing on 3 seperate stages during the two-day 
festival.  Simply call Robert Sells at Cool Breeze Campground and tell him that you’d like to attend the Brink 
Airstream rally. Next, notify rally hosts Gary & Lynn Brink (gbrink1776@gmail.com or 434-296-1708) that you will be a 
part of the gang in Galax in June and mail them a check for 15.00/person for the Thursday evening Lasagne Dinner 
(see below).  Mail the check to GARY & LYNN BRINK, P.O. BOX 788, KESWICK, VA  22947.
There is no other rally fee but, you must purchase your own tickets for the festival.  It is recommended that you 
purchase your tickets in advance from the HoustonFest website listed above (you’ll save $$).
RALLY SCHEDULE
Thursday, June 6th
• Arrive at campground, register, set up your campsite and relax.  20 Airstream rigs from the Taste of the Blue Ridge 

Caravan will also be camping at Cool Breeze for the festival.  Ray Combs (Caravan Leader) has graciously extended 
an invitation for our attendees to join the caravan folks for a lasagne dinner at the campground catered by The 
Twisted Fork Restaurant which also includes a side dish, salad and dessert - all for the very reasonable price of 
$15.00/person.  This fee MUST BE MAILED IN ADVANCE TO GARY BRINK in order for you to be included in the 
meal!

• After the meal, we will carpool into Galax to the REX THEATER to enjoy a special performance organized by Cool 
Breeze owner Robert Sells.  Second Chance Bluegrass and the 3 Heath Brothers are the featured performers.  
Admission is $10.00/person, payable at the door.

Friday, June 7th
• At  8:45 am, we depart the campground and travel down the road a short distance to MOUNTAIN SURF SEAFOOD 

for a delicious breakfast.  A special menu of the following is offered:  1 bisquit & gravy, 2 eggs to order, choice of 
bacon, sausage or country ham, baked apples or grits, coffee or orange juice all for the bargain price of $5.99/person 
+tax and gratuity.  This fee is paid individually at the restaurant.  If you would prefer to order from the menu, that is 
also possible.

• Return to the campground and get your gear set for HoustonFest (be sure to bring two folding chairs that you can 
leave at Felt’s Park for the duration of the festival) which opens at 12N today and will conclude at 10pm.  Free 
parking is available right at Felt’s Park.

Saturday, June 9th
• HoustonFest begins at 10am and will conclude at 10pm.  Enjoy the day!
Sunday, June 10th
• Socialize and say your “good-bye’s” before hitching up and heading your rig toward your next adventure.  Here’s 

hoping you had a good time and will return to Galax this time again next year!

REMINDER:  The $15.00/person fee for the Thursday evening Lasagne dinner 
must be mailed in advance to rally hosts LYNN & GARY BRINK, P.O. Box 788, 
Keswick, VA, 22947, in order for you to be included in this meal.

http://houstonfestgalax.com
mailto:gbrink1776@gmail.com
http://houstonfestgalax.com
mailto:gbrink1776@gmail.com
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April 24-28 Region 3 Rally
Wed - Sun Tom Johnson Rally Park

Marion NC
Host:  John Leake (Region 3 Pres)
region 3.wbcci.com_______________                          

May OPEN FOR IDEAS!  Contact Jeff 
Cutright with your suggestions.
jcutright4@msn.com______________

June 6-9 HoustonFest Rally
Thur - Sun Cool Breeze Campground

Galax, VA
Hosts:  Gary & Lynn Brink
gbrink1776@gmail.com                   

July 20-27 WBCCI INTERNATIONAL RALLY
Sat - Sat Meadow Event Park

Doswell, VA
Host:  WBCCI
wbcci.org_______________________

Aug 4-10 Oldtime Fiddler’s Convention Rally
Sun - Sat Cool Breeze Campground

Galax, VA
Hosts: Julian & Lynne Clements
region3.wbcci.com_______________

Aug 15-18 VA Unit Annual Business Meeting
Thur - Sun Douthat State Park

Clifton Forge, VA
Hosts:  Lamberts & Pezzolis
sandkay65@gmail.com____________

Sep 20-22 Virginia Commonwealth Rally
New Dates! Newport News City Park

Newport News, VA
Hosts:  Shenandoah Valley Club_____    

Oct 30-Nov 3 Oyster Festival Rally
Thu - Sun Urbanna, VA

Hosts:  Tom Carmichael & Lew              
Brodsky
tomc@sportsimageinc.com_________

Dec 7 Christmas Luncheon
Sat Location TBD

Hosts:  Jeff & Lee Cutright
jcutright4@msn.com
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VIRGINIA UNIT OFFICERS
RANDY RINEHART - #4546 President
434-996-7000
Randolph.Rinehart@gmail.com

JEFF CUTRIGHT - #31189 1st Vice President
540-989-6331      & Webmaster
JCutright4@msn.com

XAN RINEHART - #4546 Treasurer
410-310-2008
XanRinehart@gmail.com

KAY LAMBERT - #6095 Recording Sec.
434-933-8513
SandKay65@gmail.com

STEVE LAMBERT - #6095 Trustee (1-Year)
434-933-8513
SandKay65@gmail.com

D.A. POWELL - #9900 Trustee (1-Year)
434-476-2483
DA@BanisterRiver.com

DAVID BROAD - #2381 Trustee (2-Years)
804-443-7822
DM@DavidBroad.net

JEFF CUTRIGHT - #31189 Rally Chairman
540-989-6331                                         
JCutright4@msn.com

DOUGLAS POWELL - #9900 Caravan Chairman
434-476-2483                                         
Douglas@BanisterRiver.com

GARY BRINK - #29944 Newsletter Editor
434-296-1708
GBrink1776@gmail.com

virginia.wbcci.net Virginia Unit Website
region3wbcci.net Region 3 Website
wbcci.org WBCCI Website

2019 VIRGINIA UNIT RALLY SCHEDULE 

http://3.wbcci.com
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